Comparing Grand and Petit Juries








Grand Jury�
Petit (Trial) Jury�
�
23 jurors, 16 must be present to run session�
12 jurors (sometimes 6 or 8), all must be present�
�
No Judge�
Judge�
�
Witnesses cannot have a lawyer present�
Witnesses can have a lawyer present�
�
12 out of 23 jurors must vote to indict�
Decisions usually unanimous�
�
Closed, secret court�
Open court (except Juvenile)�
�
Do not have to present both sides�
Must present both sides�
�
Jurors not screened for bias�
Jurors screened for bias�
�
Not all evidence needs to be presented�
All the evidence must be presented�
�
Cannot have lawyer present�
Can have lawyer present�
�
Conducted by the prosecutor�
Conducted by the judge�
�
Do not have to prove the evidence to be relevant�
Evidence has to be relevant�
�
Meets infrequently�
Meets every day�
�
Jurors serve for extended terms (Up to 36 months in the federal system)�
Jurors serve "one day/one trial"�
�
Prosecutor subpoenas witnesses�
Both sides subpoena witnesses�
�
Prosecutor can subpoena anyone�
Both sides can subpoena witnesses�
�
Prosecutor is the only lawyer present (except in Hawaii, where jurors have an attorney counselor)�
Both sides have attorneys present�
�
Not all jurors need to be present�
Jurors must be there every day�
�
Witnesses must testify- accused does not�
Can plead the 5th amendment�
�
Jurors decide if there will be a trial�
Jurors decide guilt or innocence�
�
Not required by all states (about half require it)�
Required by all states�
�



