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UNIT OBJECTIVES





1.	To introduce students to the ethical foundations of the western worldview.





2.	To engage students in a series of trial simulations based on the norms of specific societies; including Mesopotamia, Ancient Greece, and the modem United States.





3.	To encourage students to make critical judgments of the trial systems under consideration.





UNIT ACTIVITIES OVERVIEW





1.	Students will participate in a simulation of a trial by ordeal, write a reflective in-class essay on the simulation, and participate in a meaningful class discussion on the simulation.





2.	Students will participate in a simulation of a Greek trial by democratic vote, write a reflective in-class essay on the simulation, and participate in a meaningful class discussion that compares and contrasts the trial by ordeal and the Greek trial by majority vote.





3.	Students will participate in a simulation of a United States jury trial and participate in a meaningful class discussion that compares and contrasts this system to the others being considered.





4.	Students will critically examine selected book excerpts that summarize the ethical foundations of the modem worldview and the value of the United States jury system.


�
LESSON ONE: 


THE TRIAL BY ORDEAL





Procedures:





1.	The instructor should introduce the first simulation as follows: "There has been a crime commifted in our classroom. While I was out of the classroom, someone in this room stole something from me. In order to ensure order and justice in our class we must determine who here is guilty of this crime. Further, in order to determine guilt you all are expected to participate in the following exercise."





2.	Students should each receive one "Jawbreaker" candy and be asked to consume the candy.





3.	After a short period of time inform students that there will be test of guilt. Students will form small groups and determine whose tongue has changed color most drastically. The individuals in each group whose tongue has changed the most will be asked to raise their hands.





4.	The individuals whose tongues turn most drastically will be determined to be guilty of a conspiracy against the instructor.





5.	Before discussing the implications of this method students should watch approximately two minutes of Time Life's Lost Civilizations video "Mesopotamia: Return to Eden" (21:18 - 23:23) that describes how this system is used in modern Bedouin societies. Explain to students that the system used in class, and described in the video, is a system of Trial by Ordeal.





6.	Following the simulation and video students should write a short, informal essay on the following question: Does the Trial by Ordeal ensure order and justice?





7.	Class discussion should be centered around the topic under consideration. The instructor might make a list of the following categories on the chalkboard, or overhead projector, to organize topics of discussion:





	ORDER	JUSTICE	PROBLEMS





8.	Following the discussion have students speculate: Who or what is the locus of authority in the Trial by Ordeal? It is supernatural.





9.	Homework: The Instructor might assign for homework reading about the case "A Modern Feud" as preparation for the next lesson.





Note: The idea for this lesson is not original. However, it proved difficult to locate the source for proper acknowledgment.


�
LESSON NUMBER TWO: 


GREEK DEMOCRATIC COURTS





The following lesson is part of a publication from the Constitutional Rights Foundation.





Croddy, Marshall and Coral Suter. Of Codes and Crowns: The Development


of Law. Constitutional Rights Foundation. Copyright, Revised Edition, 1992.


(pp.47-50)





Procedures:


1.	Ask students to summarize the main details of the reading "A Modern Feud." These details include a conflict between two high school students, Nina and Melissa, that culminated in a physical fight between Nina and Melissa. The students ask that the conflict be resolved through a student tribunal.





2.	Students should complete the "Wrongs and Reasons Worksheet" which asks them to decide three wrongs done by each side and the possible reasons behind the wrongs.





3.	All students read the “General Instructions for the Tribunal."





4.	Three groups are created:


a.	A tribunal of seven students that will promote the interests of Nina in accordance with given instructions.


b.	A tribunal of seven students that will promote the interest of Melissa in accordance with given instructions.


c.	The remaining students will act as members of the Tribunal and read "General Instructions for the Tribunal."





5.	Clique members will present arguments before the class.





6.	Tribunal members will make a decision on the question without discussing the case. Place a box, clearly marked with the team name, next to each group. Students vote by placing wads of paper in the respective box.





7.	Following the simulation students should write a short, informal essay on the following question: Is the Greek Trial System an improvement over the Trial by Ordeal?





8.	Class discussion should be centered around the topic under consideration. The instructor might make a list of the following categories on the chalkboard, or overhead projector, to organize topics of discussion:





ORDER	JUSTICE	IMPROVEMENTS	PROBLEMS


�
LESSON NUMBER THREE:


THE UNITED STATES TRIAL BY JURY





The following lesson is part of a publication from the Constitutional Rights Foundation.





Croddy, Marshall, Todd Clark, Ten Engler, and Bill Hayes. Criminal Justice in America. Constitutional Rights Foundation, Second Edition. Los Angeles, 1998. (pp. 94-95, 104-105, 129-130)





1.	Students should read details of the "Police Crime Investigation Report" about a four year old being hit in the head and chest by a shotgun blast at a range of about 10 yards. The victim died instantly.





2.	Students should read details of "Class Activity: We, the Jury."





3.	Divide students into groups of five. Assign students one biography to summarize for other students.





4.	Students share summaries verbally to other members of their respective juries.





5.	Provide each member of the juries with definitions of Second-Degree Murder, Voluntary Manslaughter, and Involuntary Manslaughter.





6.	Ask each jury to deliberate until they reach a unanimous decision as to whether the accused in the case is guilty of Second-Degree Murder, Voluntary Manslaughter, and Involuntary Manslaughter.





7.	Following the simulation students should write a short, informal essay on the following question: Is the Unit Trial System an improvement over the Trial by Ordeal and the Greek Democratic Trial?





8.	Class discussion should be centered around the topic under consideration. The instructor might make a list of the following categories on the chalkboard or overhead projector to organize topics of discussion:





ORDER	JUSTICE	IMPROVEMENTS	PROBLEMS











9.	Homework. Students should read pp. 29-30 from Elshtain, Jean Bethke. Democracy on Trial. New York: Basic Books, 1995. In addition, students should read p. 55 from Taylor, Charles. The Ethics of Authenticity. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992.


�
LESSON NUMBER FOUR: 


THE ETHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE MODERN WORLDVIEW





DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR JEAN BETHKE ELSHTAIN:





1.	Why does Elshtain believe that citizen participation in politics is important?





2.	Do Greek Democratic Courts provide for sufficient citizen participation?





3.	Is the Trial by Jury an improvement over the Trial by Ordeal and/or the Greek Democratic Courts?





4.	How do leaders in Democratic societies get people to obey laws?





5.	What is the view of the individual in modern societies?





DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR CHARLES TAYLOR:





1.	Why do individuals have moral significance?





2.	What is the principle of originality?





3.	How are individuals true to themselves?





4.	What implications might this worldview have for the proper forms of government?


