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ILLINOIS CIVIC M ISSION COALITION  

CIVIC AUDIT FOR ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOLS 
 
 
DEMOCRACY SCHOOLS  
 
Illinois Democracy Schools are those that provide students with authentic 
experiences in the rights, responsibilities, and tensions inherent in living in a 
constitutional democracy. They are schools which consciously promote civic 
engagement by all students, which have an intentional focus on fostering 
participatory citizenship, and which place an emphasis on helping students 
understand how the fundamental ideals and principles of our democratic society 
relate to the problems, opportunities and controversies that matter in the present.   
 
Democracy Schools collaborate with parents, students, and their communities in 
developing a civic mission and in providing curricular and extra-curricular civic 
learning experiences for students. 
 
Evidence of these characteristics can be found in students’ classrooms and formal 
learning opportunities, in their interactions with school governance structures, and in 
the opportunities for civic growth provided through service learning and extra-
curricular activities. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF THIS CIVIC AUDIT  
 
The goal of this Civic Audit is not to test the civic knowledge of students, but rather to 
help Illinois high schools identify opportunities for civic learning.  Additionally, this 
Civic Audit will help Illinois high schools identify where they can better align their 
curriculum, standards, and extra-curricular opportunities to meet their civic mission.  
 
 
 

For more information, contact Carolyn Pereira at: 
 

Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago 
407 South Dearborn Street, Suite 1700 • Chicago, IL 60605 

Tel: (312) 663-9057 • Fax: (312) 663-4321 
E-mail: pereira@crfc.org  • Website: www.crfc.org 

 

 

  



Illinois Civic Mission Coalition
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INDICATOR 1: Formal instruction in U.S. government, history, law and democracy using interactive methods and opportunities to apply learning to "real life" situations

Check all that apply
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Note: For the purposes of these indicators, see the Illinois Learning Standards for Social Studies (Goals 14-18). 
The Illinois Standards can be found at: http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/social_science/standards.html
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INDICATOR 2: Discussion of current events that students view as important to their lives; discussion puts formal civic instruction in context of current political and social context

Check all that apply
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INDICATOR 3: Service Learning

Check all that apply

COURSE AND/OR ACTIVITY GRADE(S)
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INDICATOR 4: Extra-Curricular Activities

COURSE AND/OR ACTIVITY GRADE(S)
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INDICATOR 5: Student Voice in School Governance

Check all that apply

COURSE AND/OR ACTIVITY GRADE(S)
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INDICATOR 6: Simulations of democratic processes and procedures

COURSE AND/OR ACTIVITY GRADE(S)
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Note: Classroom-based examples might include mock trials, legislative hearings, public policy 
forums, peer teaching.


