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CRFCM I S S I O N  &  H I S TO RY

The Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago (CRFC)

works with elementary and secondary schools to develop

critical thinking skills and engage in responsible civic

action. For over 30 years, CRFC has been a national leader

in the design and implementation of quality law-related

education (LRE) programs for local, national, and

international projects. Nonprofit and nonpartisan, CRFC

was founded in 1974 as part of the Constitutional Rights

Foundation in Los Angeles and became an independent

501(c)(3) organization in 1990.

The Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago’s staff and board begin the 2005-06 academic
year with a sense of expectation, satisfaction, and optimism. Expectation because we offer a
strong, diverse program menu to teachers and students in grades K-12 throughout Chicago
and Illinois, across the United States and around the world. Satisfaction because of the
extraordinary partnerships we have cultivated with educators, the legal community, the
business community and government. And optimism because studies show that students who
take classes and participate in CRFC’s programs are more likely to understand the core
principles of American democracy and be engaged, responsible citizens.

For more than three decades, through six Presidential administrations and five Illinois
governors, CRFC has been fortunate to attract the resources necessary to develop a wide 
variety of partnerships and programs. The results are as important as they are exciting. 

Program highlights from last year 

• High school students took on the roles of Supreme Court Justices and Illinois legislators to
explore whether mandatory drug testing of all students engaged in competitive
extracurricular activities is constitutional and/or good public policy (Equal Justice Under Law); 

• We received a $1 million dollar grant renewable for four additional years from the U.S.
Department of Education to have high school students deliberate common issues with their
peers in former Soviet bloc countries (Deliberating in a Democracy); 

• A dedicated teacher in Englewood and her 6th grade students worked to improve their
school bathrooms and received national recognition for their efforts (Project Citizen); 

• High school students and policymakers explored mandatory voting, the USA PATRIOT Act
and same-sex marriage (2005 Illinois Youth Summit); 

• Over 10,000 students in 32 states participated in a Teach-In about important legal and
political issues (Youth for Justice);

• Students in grades 2-8 learned about their rights and responsibilities under the law from
attorney volunteers who visited their classrooms (Lawyers in the Classroom); 

• Students deliberated issues such as whether or not the government should compensate
African Americans for slavery and its consequences (Teaching American History); 

• We developed a new curriculum to support middle school teachers and students as they
prepare for their U.S. Constitution test (A More Perfect Union).

Each program is unique but all serve a central purpose: equipping teachers with reliable
resources and opportunities to motivate their students so that the democratic principles 
that underpin our constitutional heritage can be understood and practiced. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan perhaps said it best as she stood before students
representing high schools from across the state at the 2005 Illinois Youth Summit: “One
doesn’t have to look further than the students participating in this Summit to learn what it
takes to be a good citizen. By learning about the issues facing our country, challenging
policymakers and making their voices heard, these students are taking an active role in 
shaping the future.” 

Democracy remains hard work, and we are heartened by how many of our students are 
already showing that they are up for the challenge.

Carolyn Pereira Alexander Dimitrief
Executive Director Chair

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C TO R  &  C H A I R  O F  T H E  B OA R D



Our P R O G R A M S
E L E M E N TA RY  &
M I D D L E  
Lawyer in the Classroom
Attorney volunteers partner with teachers to
help students understand their rights and
responsibilities
under the law
using CRFC’s
curricula in
Chicago and the
greater
metropolitan area.
In 2004-2005, over 200 attorneys worked
with over 100 teachers and approximately
3,000 elementary students at 45 Chicago
Public Schools.

Project Citizen
The Secretary of
State’s Office
hosted the 2005
Statewide Project
Citizen Showcase involving hundreds of middle
school students—from Waukegan to Dongola—
who identified, analyzed, and addressed local
problems. 

A More Perfect Union
This interactive curriculum teaches seventh and
eighth grade students about the U.S.
Constitution to meet Illinois Public Law 195
and includes the help of outside resource
people.

VOICE 
Now in 22 states, fourth and fifth grade
students are introduced to how our government
works through lessons in law-related education,
mediation, and service learning. Primary
VOICE extends the program into the lower
grades using
powerful literature
to increase students’
understanding of
governance,
responsibility, 
and service. 

S E C O N D A RY
Illinois Youth Summit
The 2005 Summit, “The Role of the Citizen
in the 21st Century,” focused on the student-
chosen issues of Mandatory Voting, Gay
Marriage, and the USA PATRIOT Act and
culminated with a teleconference between state
and national policymakers. Over 1,300
students participated, with student service
projects reaching another 8,000 students,
parents and community members.

Equal Justice Under Law
Students from the city and suburbs deliberated
a recent Supreme
Court case about
drug-testing in
schools. Students
acted as both
justices and
legislators to
analyze constitutional issues and relevant public
policy in Illinois with experts from the
legislative, executive and judicial branches. 

Illinois Civic Mission Coalition
A nonpartisan Coalition of schools,
foundations, government, non-profit
organizations and the private sector are working
together to help high schools prepare students
to become engaged citizens. Illinois high
schools that offer multiple opportunities for
civic engagement will be recognized by the
Coalition and Illinois elected officials as
“Democracy Schools.” 

Brown v. Board 50 Years Later
In cooperation with the Illinois Humanities
Council (IHC), CRFC marked the 50th
anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education by
developing a curriculum and interactive website
to help high school
students
understand the
history and
meaning of the
historic decision.
Over 700 high
school students
convened for a reenactment and discussion of
the landmark case and its legacy.

NAT I O NA L
Youth for Justice (YFJ)
CRFC is a founding member of this national
consortium of law-related education (LRE)
organizations, supported by the U.S.
Department of Justice. CRFC works directly
and in collaboration with a network of state
LRE centers in all 50 states to strengthen and
expand law-related delinquency prevention
programs across the country. This year, over
10,800 students in 32 states participated in
CRFC’s National Teach-In, a program for
students to teach other students about tensions
that arise between safety, liberty, justice, and
equality using lessons posted on CRFC’s
website.

I N T E R NAT I O NA L
Deliberating in a Democracy (DID)
Thanks to the U.S. Department of Education,
students in the U.S. and emerging democracies
in the former Soviet bloc deliberated issues
representing tensions between liberty, equality,
and safety with each other and with
policymakers.
Throughout this
five-year
program,
students will continue to exchange ideas online
and via videoconferences, thanks to the U.S.
Embassies and the U.S. District Court of
Northern Illinois.

P R O F E S S I O NA L
D EV E L O P M E N T  
CRFC sponsors an extensive array of
professional development opportunities for
teachers throughout the year to support
CRFC’s programs. Highlights include:

Annual Illinois Law-Related
Education Conference
The 2004 conference, attended by over 200
educators was entitled “Democracy on Trial.”
Two “Teachers of the Year” were also named. 

Teaching American History
CRFC participates in four of the prestigious
Byrd grants, partnering with universities,
libraries and local school districts including
Chicago Public Schools, District U-46 (Elgin),
and Evanston Township High School to
improve the teaching of American history. 

For more
information
about CRFC
programs and
materials, visit
our website at
www.crfc.org.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES – Years Ended December 31, 2004 and 2003
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These financial statements were
abstracted from the organization’s
December 31, 2004 financial
statements, which were audited by
Altschuler, Melvoin & Glasser LLP. 

Because the information does not
include all disclosures required by
the U.S. generally accepted
accounting principals, it does not
purport to present the organization’s
financial condition or results. 

A copy of the audited financial
statements will be provided upon
request at the organizational office.

2004 2005________________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Temporarily Temporarily

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total_____________ ___________ ___________ _____________ ___________ ___________
Revenue

Grants $719,226 $88,200 $807,426 $660,833 $79,750 $740,583
Contributions 12,278 8,150 20,428 11,711 5,000 16,711
Dues and fees 42,274 1,400 43,674 31,679 31,679
Interest and dividends 7,630 7,630 8,910 8,910
Publication sales 4,289 4,289 1,804 1,804
Indirect cost reimbursement 110,561 110,561 88,768 88,768
Fundraiser 171,225 171,225 143,300 11,950 155,250
Donated services 54,034 54,034 49,500 49,500
Net assets released from restrictions 88,073 (88,073) – 63,670 (63,670) –___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________

1,209,590 9,677 1,219,267 1,060,175 33,030 1,093,205___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________
Expenses

Program services 930,056 930,056 829,070 829,070
General and administrative 197,488 197,488 189,639 189,639
Fundraising 34,246 34,246 38,269 38,269___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________

1,161,790 – 1,161,790 1,056,978 – 1,056,978___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________
Revenue over expenses 47,800 9,677 57,477 3,197 33,030 36,227
Unrealized & realized gain (loss) or investments 5,440 – 5,440 10,303 – 10,303___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________
Increase in net assets 53,240 9,677 62,917 13,500 33,030 46,530
Net assets

Beginning of year 396,640 112,229 508,869 383,140 79,199 462,339___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________
End of year $449,880 $121,906 $571,786 $396,640 $112,229 $508,869___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ______________________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________

CRFC offers programs for elementary and secondary schools field-tested

in Chicago and Illinois and spread nationally and internationally.



Our PA RT N E R S
Our progress and programs are built on the active participation and support

from volunteers across the spectrum of the legal profession, generous

donors, a dedicated board of directors, and a talented and committed staff.

We couldn’t do it without you. Our thanks, our appreciation, and our hopes

for continuing to work together in the years to come.

$100,000 and over
U.S. Department of Education
U.S. Department of Justice

$25,000 to $99,000
Eleanor S. Barnard
Huron Consulting Group
McCormick Tribune Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Holland & Knight LLP
Illinois Department of Human Services
Susan Blankenbaker Noyes
Polk Bros. Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Philip H. Corboy Foundation
Council for Excellence in Government
Illinois Humanities Council
Jenner & Block LLP *
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
llinois Law-Related Education &

Resource Network
Mikva Challenge 
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP
Walgreen Co.
Winston & Strawn LLP

$2,500 to $4,999
Alexander Dimitrief
DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary LLP
Exelon Corporation
Freeborn & Peters LLP
Gardner Carton & Douglas LLP
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP
Hoogendoorn & Talbot LLP
LexisNexis
McDonald's Corporation
Navigant Consulting, Inc.
Neal, Murdock & Leroy LLC
Peoples Energy
Carolyn & Peter Pereira
Power Rogers & Smith, P.C.
Schiff Hardin LLP
Sears, Roebuck and Co.

$1,000 to $2,499
Abbott Laboratories
Chicago Mercantile Exchange
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Benjamin Ghess
Bernard M. Judge
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Martin A. Gradman
Illinois Humanities Council
Peter Kauffman
John J. Jemilo
Johnson & Bell Ltd.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Helen J. Lewis *
Littler Mendelson
Paula J. Morency
Gordon B. Nash, Jr.
Northern Trust Co.
Shefsky & Froelich
Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 

& Flom LLP
Tribune Company

Up to $999
Ronald J. Allen 
Robert Aronson
John Ashenden
Paul P. Beibel, Jr. 
Howard Borde 
David & Mena Boulanger 
Edward T. Butt
Calvin Campbell
Margie Chan 
Carolyn & Jim Cole Family Foundation *
Gary Coleman 
Jeffrey D. Colman 
Daniel Cotter
Katy Cunningham 
Cunningham, Meyer & Vedrine, P.C.
Daley and George, Ltd. 
Donald & Bonna Edelmann *
Steven M. Elrod 
Diane Farwick
Figliulo & Silverman, P.C. 
Victor P. Fillippini, Jr. 
Martin & Pat Fine 
Sophia H. Hall 
Theresa Hanrahan 
Robeson High School 
Kendall Hill 
Donald Hubert 
Kendra Hurd * 

iGive.com * 
Je Taun Jamerson 
Judith Kerr 
Steven Klein 
Carol Klenk 
Steven Levy 
Joe P. Mayo 
Frank J. McGarr 
David A. Moes 
Steven Mullooly 
Martin O'Donnell 
Julian A. Oettinger
Portia Owen Morrison 
Victor G. Rosenblum 
Donald & Barbara Ruhman * 
Donald & Marnie Schaumberger *
Steven A. Schiller 
Robert Slaughter 
David & Ginger Smerling *
Francine Soliunas 
St. Hyacinth Church 
Marlene Bennett Stanley 
Jeffrey R. Tone 
Sol & Maurine Weisgal *
James S. Whitehead
William Wigoda 
Susan M. Yates

*Given in memory of Edward J. Lewis II

Diane Adamonis 
Richard Agin 
Sharon Aguilera 
Lisa Alexander-

Mitchell 
Danielle Allen
Ron Allen
Bryon C. Andreasen
Lee Arbetman
Emily Archer
Joe Arias 
Alex Ashbrook
Jessica Aspen 
Robert Atkins 
Karina Ayala-

Bermejo
Asilia S. Backus 
Lindsey Barnes 
Steven Bashwiner
Kim Bauer
Mary Ann Becker 
Dan Belko 
Myles Berman 
Rick Bernet 
Jean Bicknell 
Paul P. Biebel
Henry Binford
Erin I. Bishop
Lucille A. Blackburn 
Governor 

Rod Blagojevich
Mike Blazer
Art Bousel 
Mark Bradley
Stephanie Bradley 
Charles Brady
John Brennan 
Jennifer Breuer 
Cynthia Brown
Nancy Brown 
Alan Bruce
Kathleen A. Bryan
Peter Bunce
Mark Burkland 
Darryl Bush 
Herbert Caplan 
Meredith Cawley 
Jorge Cazares
Cheryl Cesario 

Sam Chaltain
Dorothy Chao 
Doug Chapin
Paul Chester
Todd Clark
Carole Collins
Larry Collins
Carole Collins 
Terese Connolly
Brendan Costigan
Daniel A. Cotter
Liza Cowden
Alice M. Crawford
Mark Cummings 
Katie Cunningham 
Representative 

Danny Davis
Theresa Davis 
Rich Dehart
Valerie Demaret-

Fleming 
Alex Dimitrief
DLA Piper Rudnick

Gray Carey LLP
Paulette Dodson 
Keri Doggett
Steve Dollear
Tamra Domeyer 
Brian Donovan 
Mike Doornweerd 
Staci Dorman 
Laura Dreznes 
Clarisol Duque
Senator 

Richard J. Durbin
Carolyn Eastman
Peter Ellis 
Melissa Ellison
Steven M. Elrod
Daniel Engel 
Roy Erickson
Ellen Eslinger
Steve Fahey 
Deb Faletti
Matt Farmer 
Shanin Farmer 
Joan Fencik 
Lane Fenrich
Maria Ferraro

Vic Filippini, Jr.
Karen Flax 
J. Robert Flores
Misti Floyd 
Katie Fraser
David Frey 
Peter Friedman 
Ross Friedman 
Paula Frohman
Tara Fumerton 
Steve Fus 
Kenneth R. Gaines
Stephaine Garrett 
Renee Germaine 
Benjamin Ghess
Jennifer Glombicki 
Doug Graham 
Rebecca Graines 
Norman Gross
Rafael Guzman 
Janet L. Hall
Anne Hamblin

Schiave 
Maria Hamilton 
Paul Hanzlik 
Kathryn Harris
Ricki Harris 
Alicia Hawley 
Charles Haynes
Tom Healey 
Sean Heffernan
Reid Henderson 
Phyllis Henry
Emily Henson 
Diana Hess
Rick Heyke 
Tobias Higbie
Hinshaw &

Cullbertson LLP
Karen Hirsch
Andy Hoeg 
Linda Hogan 
Kaci L. Holguin 
Holland & Knight

LLP
Laurie Holmes 
Tracey Holtshirley 
Len Hopkins
Thomas Hurka 

Ferris Hussein 
Illinois Humanities

Council
Michael Jacobson 
Andrea Jett
Dave Joens
Susan Johlie
Dan Johnson-

Weinberger
Robert Johnston
Pat Jones
Monique Jones 
Kathy Josephson 
Bernard M. Judge
Aliza Kaliski 
Naomi Katz 
Crane Kenney 
Sarah Kerley
Tom Kinasz 
Steven Klein
Beverly Klein 
Tamara Klein 
James A. Klenk
Charles Kocoras
John Koski
Praveen Kosuri 
Judith Krug
James Krupkowski
Scott Kuznicki
Richard Land
James Landman
Stephan Landsman
Steve Legatzke 
Dan Lehmann
George Leighton
Tim Leiman 
Brenda Letcher
Steve Levy 
Robert Libman 
Lisa Lilly 
Thomas Little
Monica Llorente 
Glenn Longacre
Kim Lynch 
Sonia Macias Steele
Mike Mackoff 
Nancy MacLean
Attorney General Lisa

Madigan

Gillian Madsen 
Jennifer Mailander 
Robert T. Markowski
Susan Marks
Judy Marrs 
Liz Marston
Kate Martin
Mark Mathewson
Mayer Brown Rowe &

Maw LLP
Joe P. Mayo
Kyle McCLure 
Sean McCumber 
Mike McDonald
Venus McGhee 
Mabel McKinney

Browning
Craig Meland 
Kayla Meltzer

Drogozs
Sam Mendenhall 
Patricia Mendoza
Steve Merouse 
Sherry Messner 
Barbara Miller
Micah Miller
Michelle Miller 
Willie Miller 
Rita Mirman 
Natalie Mitchell 
Heidi Moisan
David Moore 
Raven Moore 
Paula Morency
Maureen Mosh 
Tim Murphy 
Tom Murray
Even Myers 
Sonya D. Naar
Meredith Nagel 
Gordon M. Nash Jr.
Kim Nehrt
Steve Nelson 
Mike Nicolas 
John Nicolay 
Mark Nora 
Joe Novak
Stacy O'Brian 
Carrie O'Brien 

Chris O'Connor 
James J. Oh 
Lisa Oppenheim
David Orr
Victoria Osius 
Mike Pabian 
Neil Pankau 
Michael Parks 
Michelle Parrini
Graham Peck
Joyce Pellicore
Dylan Penningroth
Julie Peters
Scott Peterson
Elayna Pham 
Chuck Philbrick 
Chuck Picton 
Dan Pomerantz 
Anita Ponder 
Kelly Powis 
Fran Prell 
Joanne Price
Bradford Price 
LaToya Price-Childs
Leslie Quade-

Kennedy
Ron Raglin
Jonathan Rauch
Jan Reed 
Brian Richards 
Caryn Riekes 
Lawrence Robbins 
William Robison 
James Rolfes 
Alexandra Rose 
Chuck Rosenberg
Victor Rosenblum
Lisa Rosenfeld 
Kirk Ross
Marissa Ross 
Gary Rovner 
Shima Roy 
Sheleda Ruff
Representative 

Bobby Rush
Ann Marie Ryan 
Heather Heath Ryan 
Mike Sachs
Jennifer Salvatore 

Gloria Santona
Maria Scatena
Representative Janice

Schakowsky
Donna Schechter
Brad Schechtor 
Stephen Schiller
Jon Schmidt
Ed Schock
Brian Schultz
Thomas F. Schwartz
Lena Morreale Scott
Julie Segal
Jeanette Senecal
Charles Sennet 
Denise Serewicz 
Stephanie

Shallenberger
Aaron Shapiro
Gary Shapiro
Phillip Shaw Paludan
Theresa Shea
Debbie Shepard 
Susan Shulman
Michele Sibley

Gonzalez
Silvana R. Siddali
Sidley Austin Brown

& Wood LLP
Laurel Singleton
John Sirek
Dave Smith
Jaymie Smith
Sara Sohn 
Sonnenschein Nath &

Rosenthal LLP
Thomas Speedie, Jr.
Peter Sprigg
Marlene Bennett

Stanley
Sonia Steele 
Terese Steele

Connolly
Nikki Will Stein
Max Stein 
Heather Steinmeyer 
Jeremy Stillings 
Daniel W. Stowell
Andrew Straimatis 
Maureen Stratton 

Bryan Stroh
Michael Strohmeier 
Hans Stucki 
Barry Sullivan
Thomas Sullivan
Kelly Sullivan 
Carol Tenyak 
Lisa Tingley
Sandi Toll 
Jeffrey R. Tone
Alexis Tretter 
Mei Tsang 
Kristine Tungol 
Frank Valadez
Kristina Valaitis
John Van Vraken
Heather Varon 
Georgia Vlamis 
William A. Von

Hoene
Doug R. Walker 
Jacki Walker 
Karen Wallace 
Dave Walters 
Lisa Washburn 
Reverend 

Stanley Watkins
Megan Webster 
Jenny Wejman
Brian Werner 
Casey Westover 
Secretary of State 

Jesse White
Curtrice White Scott
James S. Whitehead
Hilda Whittington
Marni Williamson 
Mary Wilson 
Johner Wilson II
David Wix 
James Wolfinger
Norma Wright
Ed Yohnka
William Yoshino
Angel Ysaguirre
Rebecca Zarzecki 
Amy Zimmerman
Joe Zogbe

Volunteers, Partners, & In-Kind Contributions

If we have inadvertantly omitted your name, let us know and please accept our apologies.

FY 2004 Contributions (Jan. - Dec. 2004)




