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Unit 5: Conducting a Service Learning Project 

Overview 

Service learning is a process in which students learn and develop important skills by 
participating in a service experience that meets the actual needs of others. 

One important way to do a service for another is to provide him or her with valuable knowledge 
and information. The topics that 
you have chosen for the Illinois 
Youth Summit are ones that affect 
the lives of many young 
Americans, and, through your 
study of these issues, you are 
gaining essential knowledge. 
People in your community need 
knowledge and understanding of 
these issues.  

The tools in this unit will help 
you to select, plan, and 
implement a service project in 
which you educate members of 
your community on one, two, or 
all three of this year’s issues. 
  

Objectives 

 Introduce service learning 

 Provide suggestions for service learning project activities 

 Provide tools for planning and implementing a service learning project 

Materials 

5A: Handout: Selecting a Service Learning Project 

5B: Tool: Action Planning for Service Learning Project 

5C: Tool: Service Learning Project Planning Form 

5D: Evaluation: Service Learning Project Reflection Log 

5E: Sharing Your Service Project 
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5A: Handout: Selecting a Service Learning Project 

The issues for the 2010 Illinois Youth Summit are important and affect the lives of many young 
people. For your service project, select one ore more of the issues and teach others about them. 

Many effective strategies are available. When choosing which method to use, consider the age 
group you are working with, the amount of time you have, the number of people you will be 
presenting to, your own talents and skills, the type of information you are teaching, and what 
exactly you want to accomplish.  

Listed below are some suggested ideas for teaching others about any of the Summit issues. You 
may use one of these, a combination of more than one, or develop a strategy of your own.  

Suggested Service Projects 

 Develop and conduct a school climate survey on one or more of the focus issues. 

 Develop a presentation for other high school students or younger students at a school in your 
community to educate them about a focus issue. Involve younger students in role-playing 
activities from this Guide or interactive games in which you help them learn and understand 
the issue.  

 Create a blog devoted to a focus issue. A good resource is the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation’s “How to Blog Safely (about Work or Anything Else)” 
[www.eff.org/issues/privacy]. Publish articles and link to relevant resources. Allow students in 
your school to submit related facts, poems, stories, and advice. 

 Invite professors, experts in the field and policymakers for a roundtable discussion on a focus 
issue. Invite students from other classes to participate as well. 

 Create a newsletter or pamphlet devoted to the issue you have selected. Distribute it in your 
school and community. Share it with others through workshops at other schools. 

 Organize an after-school debate on an issue. Invite experts in the field with opposing views to 
take part. Allow students and others who attend to ask questions of the experts. 

 Create a live or videotaped presentation where students research and portray current or historical 
figures discussing a focus issue, à la “You Are There” [www.tv.com/you-are-
there/show/5397/summary.html] or “Meeting of Minds” 
[www.steveallenonline.com/television_pioneer/meeting_of_minds.htm] 

 Create and role-play a scene that illustrates and teaches others about a focus issue. Perform 
the scene for other students at your school.  

 Develop a radio or public access television presentation or discussion on a focus issue. 

 Videotape any of the projects suggested above and use the video as a teaching tool in your 
school or other schools. 
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5B: Tool: Action Planning for a Service Learning Project 

Keep a planning notebook to help your group stay organized. Use the following questions and 
the Planning Form to guide your planning and implementation. 

 

Date project must be completed by: __________________________________________ 

 

1. What issue(s) will you be teaching/informing others about? 

 

2. Who is your audience? Consider the age and size of your audience. 

 

3. How much time will you have to complete the project? 

 

4. At the completion of this project, what do you want your audience to know and understand 
about the issue(s)? 

 

 

5. What method will you use to teach your audience about the issue(s)? (See Handout 5A for 
suggested project methods.) 

 

6. What will you need to do to complete the project successfully? Consider people you will 
need to contact, and any skills, transportation, materials, and money you will need. Where 
and how will you get these? 

 

 

7. What obstacles are you likely to face in implementing your project? How do you plan to 
overcome them? 

 

 

8. Using the planning form, put the activities in order of completion, determine what resources 
you need for each, assign a person to be in charge of each activity, and assign a date by which 
each activity is to be completed. 

 

9. How will you evaluate the success of the project? 
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5C: Tool: Service Learning Project Planning Form 

Task 
Date to Be 
Completed 

Resources 
Needed 

How to Get 
Them 

Who Will Work 
on This Task? 
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5D: Evaluation: Service Learning Project Reflection Log 

Project focus issue(s)   

Date project was completed   

 

Now that you have completed your service learning project, take some time to reflect on your 
experience.  

 

1. Describe the project you completed: 

 

 

 

2. Specifically, what went well? 

 

 

 

3. Specifically, what did not go well? 

 

 

 

4. What did your audience gain from this experience? How do you know? 

 

 

 

5. What would you do differently next time? 

 

 

 

6. How did your group work together in the project? 

 

 

 

7. What did you learn about yourself from this experience?
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5E: Sharing Your Service Project 

Once you’ve completed your service project, it’s time to share it!  

 

All schools will post information about their service projects on the 2010 Illinois Youth Summit 
website [www.crfc.org/programs/sumit.php]. 

 

Specifications for Your Service Project Description  

Content. Describe what happened in your service. Make sure you answer the following 
questions:  

 What did you do?  

 With whom did you work? How many people were involved?  

 What did your audience gain from this experience? How do you know? 

 When and where did the project occur?  

 What did you learn from your service experience?  

 

Length. The description of your project should be between 150 and 300 words. 

Image. All service project descriptions must include at least one image. Your image can be a 
photo from the project, or a graph, poster, handout, or drawing.  

Links to Other Information online. You may include web-based resources as part of your 
service project description. These resources can include YouTube.com posts, podcasts, music, 
etc.  

Attribution. Service project descriptions will be posted with your school name on the Summit 
website. Please do not include any student names in your service project description or 
materials. Remember: Anyone on the internet will be able to see your service project description. 

Deadline. All service project descriptions must be uploaded by April 9, 2010 at 
[www.crfc.org/programs/summit.php]. 

Recognition. Every school that submits a service project will be recognized at the culminating 
Summit on April 30. 
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Unit 6: Preparing for the Culminating Summit 

Required Activities for Each Class Participating in the Summit 

 Conduct the Illinois Youth Summit Survey. 

 Study the focus issues for the Summit. 

 Prepare and submit position statement on at least one focus issue [see Unit 4]. 

 Design, conduct, and describe a service learning project [see Unit 5]. 

 Prepare to share ideas and experiences with policymakers. 

 

Reporting Information Deadlines 

All materials and information should be submitted to CRFC: 

April 1: Complete Summit Survey Online [www.crfc.org/programs/summit.php]  

April 9:  Upload Completed Service Project Description Online [preferably with photos and/or 
art] [www.crfc.org/programs/summit.php]  

April 9:  Upload Position Statements Online [www.crfc.org/programs/summit.php]  

April 16: Submit list of Delegates [with issue preferences] for the Summit on April 30  

 

What to Bring to the Summit 

 2010 Illinois Youth Summit Resource Guide 

 Research data, articles, and other information that you believe is relevant to the Summit 
policies and issues 

 Documents, results, and/or pictures from your school service learning project  

 Pen or pencil 

 Notebook or loose-leaf paper 

 Prepared questions that you wish to have addressed by policymakers
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6A: Activities of Delegates at the Illinois Youth Summit 

Assumptions about Discussing Public Policy 

 No single solution can fix all of our problems. We need to think about a range of responses to 
problems, not just a “one-size-fits-all” solution. 

 People hold diverse viewpoints and have the right to express them. It is important to see 
other people’s perspectives and to listen to what they have to say, even if we don’t agree with 
their positions. 

 Knowing how to make your viewpoint known and to hear what others are saying is critical to 
being an effective citizen. 

 Rarely does everyone agree on what to do or how to do it. It is important to recognize that on 
most issues there will be majority and minority viewpoints. 

 Everyone has the right – and the responsibility – to participate in the solution, including 
young people. 

Activities on the Day of the Summit Will Look Something Like This… 

8:30-9:00  Registration: Dirksen Federal Building 

SAC members will distribute nametags and materials to delegates from your school. 

9:00-9:30  Opening Ceremony 

9:30-10:10 Concurrent Discussions: Delegates are divided into groups based on the focus 
issues. In small groups, students discuss their feelings, thoughts, and positions on 
the proposed policies. Discussions will take into account survey results, class 
work, and service projects. 

 SAC members will act as discussion leaders. 

10:10-10:50 Prepare for Meetings with Policymakers: Students will regroup based on the 
position they wish to present in the panel discussions. In these groups, students 
discuss and finalize their position statements and select representatives to present 
their positions to the policymakers. 

 SAC members will act as discussion leaders. 

11:00-1:05 Panel Discussions with Policymakers/Lunch: The Panel Discussions and lunch 
will be held concurrently. Students remain in focus issue groups during this time. 

1:10-2:15 Town Meeting and Final Public Policy Vote: Students will sit with their school 
delegations, where they will vote on the issues individually and then tally the 
delegation results. 

 SAC members get school signs from CRFC staff to hold during the town meeting. At the 
end of the town meeting, SAC members collect evaluations from their school’s delegates 
and give them to CRFC staff members. 

2:15 Departure 



 

 

2010 ILLINOIS YOUTH SUMMIT – 51  © 2010 

6B: Tool: Weigh The Evidence 

At the Summit, delegates will be asked to identify what information you find most useful in 
thinking about an issue. To prepare for your issue, use this form to identify and catalog at least 
one piece of evidence from each of the following sources: this curriculum, survey data, 
experiences with service projects, and policymakers/experts. 

 

Survey Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Projects 

Curriculum and Other Sources Policymakers (Experts, Government 
Officials, Scholars) 
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6C: Activity for Non-Delegates on the Day of the Summit 

Write Your Representatives in Springfield and Washington 

Now that you have studied the Summit issues, weighed the evidence (Handout 6B), and formed 
your opinions, select one issue or policy and write a letter to your representative expressing 
your views. Letters are one of the ways elected officials gauge public opinion. Although your U.S. 
representative may not personally read your letter, he or she has assistants who read letters and 
tally opinions. Your letter will be read and answered. 

Make sure that you choose the appropriate official to receive the letter. For issues that affect 
federal policy, write to the U.S. congressperson from your district or to U.S. Senator Durbin 
and/or U.S. Senator Burris, who represent the entire state. For policies that affect the state, write 
to one of your state representatives. Contact information for these policymakers is listed in the 
“Supplemental Internet Resources” section at the back of this curriculum. 

Guidelines for Writing to Your Elected Official 

Tell who you are: Give your name, address (home or school), and tell who you are. The people 
who read your letter want to know why you care and how to reach you. 

Focus on one issue: Don’t try to fight crime, air pollution, and unemployment all in one letter. 

Keep it short and simple: State your ideas in the first paragraph. Get the idea across in a page or 
less. People who read a lot of letters don’t have a lot of time. 

Be polite: You can disagree, but never threaten or insult in a letter. Let your ideas do the talking.  

Include supporting materials: If you have any newspaper articles, letters to the editor, or other 
written materials supporting your position, include these materials along with your letter. 

Tips for Formal Letter Writing 

 Type or write neatly in black ink. Use a standard 12-point type (Times New Roman is good). 

 Include your address (school or home) in the heading. Envelopes are often thrown away, and 
you want the person receiving the letter to know where to send a response.  

 Proofread your letter carefully. Errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling will detract 
from great ideas. 

 Fold the letter correctly. Use a business envelope and 8½” by 11” paper. Fold the paper into 
three equal parts. 

 Address the envelope carefully. Addresses can be found on your representative’s website. 

 Keep a copy for yourself. 

 Have a friend review (and if necessary revise) the letter before you send it.
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6D: Activities: After the Summit 

Share the Experience with Students at Your School 

Delegates who attended the Summit should begin by sharing their impressions of the 
culminating Summit. Delegates may also take questions about the event from members of the 
class who did not attend the Summit. When sharing their experiences, delegates should consider 
the following questions: 

 Was there a new piece of information, or a clarification about one of the issues that you 
learned for the first time at the Summit? If so, share what it was and from whom you learned 
it. 

 What happened in your discussions with peers from other schools that you found interesting 
or surprising? 

 Were there any service projects other schools conducted that you thought were particularly 
effective or creative? 

 What surprised you about the discussions with policymakers? 

Class Activity 

Working in small groups led by a delegate, re-examine a Summit issue that the class studied. As 
a group: 

 Briefly list the strongest arguments for and against the policy in question.  

 Allow each member to vote for or against the policy.  

 Tally and record the group’s voting results. 

Working as a whole class, share your group’s voting results with your classmates. After each 
group has reported out, tally up the entire class votes. Compute the percentages and compare 
them with the final results of the town hall meeting at the Summit (your teacher will have this 
information). Is the viewpoint of your class similar to the viewpoints of the student delegates 
who attended the Summit? 

Finally, consider whether or not your views on the issue changed in any way as you studied and 
learned more about it. Share your thoughts and reasons with the class. 

Post-Summit Enrichment Opportunities 

CRFC encourages students from Summit classes to 
participate in post-Summit enrichment opportunities on 
the Summit issues. These activities include presentations 
to non-participating schools and to community 
organizations. 

If you would like more information about opportunities 
and ideas for your class, contact CRFC.



 

  

54 – 2010 ILLINOIS YOUTH SUMMIT © 2010 

Supplemental Internet Resources  

Law-Related Education 
Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago 

www.crfc.org 

American Bar Association Division of Public Education 

www.abanet.org/publiced/youth.html 

Center for Civic Education 

www.civiced.org 

Constitutional Rights Foundation (Los Angeles) 

www.crf-usa.org 

Street Law, Inc. 

www.streetlaw.org 

United States Government 
FirstGov 

www.firstgov.gov/ 

Office of U.S. Senator Durbin 

http://durbin.senate.gov/ 

Office of U.S. Senator Burris 

http://burris.senate.gov/ 

Offices of Illinois US Representatives 

www.house.gov/your representative’s last name 

U.S. Department of Justice 

www.usdoj.gov 

Supreme Court of the United States 

www.supremecourtus.gov/ 

Illinois Government 
Governor Quinn 

www.illinois.gov/gov/ 

Attorney General Madigan 

www.ag.state.il.us/toc.htm 

General Assembly 

www.legis.state.il.us 

For Information on Your State Representative 

www.legis.state.il.us/house/ 

For Information on Your State Senator 

www.legis.state.il.us/senate/
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Participating Schools 

 

Amundsen High School, Chicago 

Chicago Vocational Career Academy, Chicago 

Corliss High School, Chicago 

Downers Grove North High School, Downers Grove 

Downers Grove South High School, Downers Grove 

East Leyden High School, Franklin Park 

Eisenhower High School, Decatur 

Evanston Township High School, Evanston 

Fenwick High School, Oak Park 

Gage Park High School, Chicago 

Glenbard East High School, Lombard 

King College Prep High School, Chicago 

Lakes Community High School, Lake Villa 

Maine West High School, Des Plaines 

Mather High School, Chicago 

Roberto Clemente High School, Chicago 

Waubonsie Valley High School, Aurora 

Wells Community Academy High School, Chicago 

West Leyden High School, Northlake 
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About the Constitutional Rights Foundation 

The Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago (CRFC) works with elementary and secondary 
schools to develop critical thinking skills, civic participation, and commitment to the rule of law 
among young people. Nonprofit and nonpartisan, CRFC is a national leader in the design and 
implementation of quality law-related education (LRE) programs for local, national, and 
international projects. CRFC was founded in 1974 as part of the Constitutional Rights 
Foundation in Los Angeles and became an independent 501(c)(3) organization in 1990. 
 

407 South Dearborn Street, Suite 1700 
Chicago, Illinois 60605-1119 
312-663-9057 • fax 312-663-4321 
crfc@crfc.org • www.crfc.org 

 




