
         
   

     

         
          

           
            

          
             

       

Kapnick Challenge to Support

The Edward J. Lewis II
LAWYERS IN THE CLASSROOM

Program

We’re more than 
half-way there!

     

         
          

          
         

        
  

            
           

            
            

           
         

               
                

          

      

 
  

  
    
    
  

   

 
  

  
  
  

  
 

 
  

 
    

  
   
   
    

   
    

    
    
  

 
   

  
   

   

 
  
    

   
 
   
  

   
    

   
   

      
 

  
   

  

 
  

   
     

  
  

     
     

   
    

   
  
   

 
   

   
    

   
 

 
   

  
    

 
  

    
   

 
   
    

 
  

   
     

  

 
  

   
  

     
  

 
    

   
  

 
    

    
    
 
 

   

   
   

   
 

 
    
    

 
 
 

   
 
   

  
    

  
   
 
  

 
   
   

  
 
   

   
  

     
  

   
 
  

   
  

  
 
 
  

  
     
  

  
   

  
   
 

   
  
  

    
 

    
    

  
   



The Edward J. Lewis II 
Lawyers in the Classroom Program

Public schools were created in America with the primary purpose of preparing

students to participate constructively in our democracy. With everything that

schools must do in today’s testing climate, it is difficult for educators to find the

time and the resources to focus on what they were created to do. 

Developed and coordinated by

the Constitutional Rights

Foundation Chicago (CRFC),

the Edward J. Lewis II

Lawyers in the Classroom

program partners attorneys with

elementary teachers and their

students to address the ever-

growing need of schools to

prepare students to live in our democracy. 

CRFC trains attorneys to lead interactive lessons; provides attorneys with 

CRFC teaching materials; partners attorneys with schools; and coaches the

attorney/teacher team. CRFC also trains the teachers and creates additional

lessons and assessments appropriate to each grade level. Lawyers in the

Classroom provides multiple, authentic opportunities for students to learn 

about their rights and responsibilities under the law.

A Year of Growth and Achievement

In 2007-2008 The Edward J. Lewis II Lawyers in the Classroom Program placed

over 500 attorneys in 80 Chicago Area Schools. Lawyers in the Classroom

program involved over 7,500 students in grades 2 to 8 and 225 teachers.  

The Edward J. Lewis II Lawyers in the Classroom

Program continues to grow because educators

believe—and research confirms—that it teaches

students about their rights and responsibili-

ties under the law, helps increase student

scores on standardized tests, and promotes

positive student behaviors.

  

 

     

    

     

      

 

      

      

       

            

        

 

           

          

            

            

 

            

              

           

          

      

      

     

      

   

   

   

   

    

   

    

  

   

    

     

   

   

  

   

   

  

    

   

         

  

           

          

          

          

    

  

     

          

           

    

    

       



     
    

           

         

              

            

   

  

  

    

   

   

   

    

    

       

          

         

         

          

         

       

     

            

           

              

        

     

    

     

      

     

  

New Program Features

Classroom Curriculum

The new curriculum for attorneys and

teachers contains interactive lessons for

students in grades 2-8 including grade-

appropriate case studies and mock trials. 

Civic Toolkit

All teachers also receive civic toolkits with

additional lessons and resources to enhance the

curriculum to help their students better understand our

legal system as well as the role of citizens in our democracy. 

Supplementary lessons are added to the toolkits as appropriate.

Reading Nights

Attorney volunteers are piloting a new program at selected Lawyers in the

Classroom schools. Attorneys read stories with civic themes and hold discussions

with primary students and their parents as an after school activity. The school’s

library also receives copies of the books and all students attending get bookmarks.

Expansion Downstate

Every eighth grade class in the Champaign Public Schools is now partnered 

with a team of local attorneys. Almost 800 students and their teachers at all 

three Champaign public middle schools are working with over two dozen 

local attorney volunteers in this exciting test expansion of the program.

      

      

     

      

   

   

   

   

    

   

    

  

   

    

     

   

   

  

   

   

  

    

   

         

  

           

          

          

          

    

  

     

Funding for these new initiatives was graciously provided by the following

sponsors of the Edward J. Lewis II Lawyers in the Classroom Program:

• GE Foundation (Curriculum and Toolkit)

• Huron Consulting Group (Reading Nights)

• Illinois LEARN/Illinois State Bar Association (Expansion to Champaign)



     
    

           

         

              

            

   

  

  

    

   

   

   

    

    

       

          

         

         

          

         

       

     

            

           

              

        

     

    

     

      

     

  

  

 

     

    

     

      

 

      

      

       

            

        

 

           

          

            

            

 

            

              

           

          

In Fall 2007, Scott and Kathleen Kapnick,

close friends of Edward, offered CRFC a

challenge of $500,000 to support the

Edward J. Lewis II Lawyers in the

Classroom program. Scott and

Kathleen pledged a $250,000,

dollar-for-dollar pledge, and their

foundation pledged an additional

$250,000 challenge for a $500,000

match. CRFC accepted the

challenge to raise $750,000 in

contributions and pledges

before October 2009. 

In only a year, supporters

of the Edward J. Lewis II

Lawyers in the Classroom

program were more than

half-way toward reaching

this goal. By October

2008, CRFC had raised

$250,000 in contributions

to fulfill the first $250,000

challenge. CRFC also has

received over $200,000 in contributions and pledges toward the second

$500,000 challenge. 

With your help, CRFC can raise the outstanding balance of $300,000 to

meet Scott and Kathleen Kapnick’s challenge and fulfill Edward’s dream of

sustaining the Lawyers in the Classroom for future generations of students

and double the number of students benefiting from Edward J. Lewis

Lawyers in the Classroom Program.

The Kapnick Challenge:

More Than Half-Way There

Help us make a difference today.

          

           

    

    

       



         
   

     

         
          

           
            

          
             

       

   

    

   
 

     

         
          

          
         

        
  

            
           

            
            

           
         

               
                

          

Our Contributors as of November 15, 2008

Benefactors 
($50,000 and over)
GE Corporate /GE Foundation
Holland & Knight LLP, 

Victor P. Filippini, Jr., 
Steven M. Elrod

Jenner & Block LLP

Patrons 
($25,000 and over)
Chicago Bar Foundation
Huron Consulting Group
Sidley Foundation, Gary

Feinerman, Jeffrey Tone,
James Whitehead

Sponsors 
($10,000 and over)
Brinson Foundation
Jeffrey D. Colman & 

Nancy C. Loeb
Philip H. Corboy Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Marcia & Silas Keehn 
Jim & Carol Klenk
Helen and Jim Lewis 
John and Libby Lewis 
Paula J. Morency & 

Paul E. Dengel
Motorola Foundation
Sonya D. Naar 
The Nielson Company
Carolyn & Peter Pereira
Nancy & Tom Silberman

Supporters 
($5,000 and over)
Lawrence J. Blum & Fay

Katlin
Jackie & Gil Fern
Illinois LEARN
Gordon & Roseanne Nash
Thomas P. Sullivan

Friends ($2,500 and over)
Nisan & Sarah Chavkin 
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Bob Markowski & Randi

Ragins
Nicholas S. & Susan B. Noyes 
Julian Oettinger
R.R. Donnelley Foundation
Jerold S. Solovy 
Terrence J. Truax

Advocates 
($1,000 and over)
Anonymous
Foster Charitable Trust, 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Foster
& Craig Foster

William J. Gibbons
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Harris
Tracy M. & Steven S. Hill
Hoogendorn & Talbot LLP
Bernard & Kimbeth Judge 
Fay Katlin & Family
Edward F. Malone
Ronald L. Marmer 
Mark Nozette
Rony & Catherine Shimony
The Summit Executive Centre
Marcie & Avy Stein 

Partners ($500 and over)
Adams Plastics
Anonymous (2)
Paul P. Biebel 
David J. Bradford
Julie Breskin & Jeff Gross
Donald Edelmann
Jane L. Effress
Jan & Robert Hirsch 
Jocarno Fund /Shirley & 

John Schlossman
Doris & Norm Libman
Sandy & Mary Beth Lourie
Douglas Masters
Mark David Pollack
Warner A. Rosenthal 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Schrayer
Georgia L. Vlamis

Contributors 
(less than $500)
Bob & Pat Atkins
Robert D. Appelbaum
Mr. & Mrs. David Baitman 
Debbie L. Berman
Mary Bird
Dr. & Mrs. Keith Bornstein
Mena & David Boulanger
Gregory M. Boyle
Laurel Breitkopf
Bob & Lorie Chavkin 
Beverly & Morton Chethik 
Burt & Evette Chudacoff 
Lynn Cole
Khara Coleman
Matthew R. Devine 

Melissa L. Dickey 
Sondra & Karl Eisenberg
James H. Feldman 
Richard Freeman
Larry Glass
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Goldsmith
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H.

Gutstadt 
John Hamill
Sarah Hardgrove-Koleno
Judy & Mel Hecktman
Reginald Hill
Norman M. Hirsch 
Donald S. Horvath
Judy and Don Horwitz 
Daniel J. Hurtado
John F. Kinney 
Barry Levenstam
Diana K. Levin
Carl Levine
Gloria & Robert Lewis
Susan & Fred Mardell
J. Kevin McCall
Megan McClung
Ronald & Lois Meyers
Gail H. Morse 
Dean N. Panos
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Pauly 
Joel T. Pelz
Suzanne J. Prysak 
Anne Ray
Carla J. Rozycki
Barbara & Don Ruhman
Carolyn O. Rusnak
Eric A. Sacks
Donald Schaumberger
Bradley Schecter
Kristen R. Seeger
John B. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. David Smerling 
Lise T. Spacapan
Robert R. Stauffer
Barbara S. Steiner 
Irving Stenn, Jr.
John R. Storino 
Barry Sullivan
Howard S. Suskin 
Sean P. Tarantino
James L. Thompson
Lois & Selwyn Unell 
Sandra L.Vasher
Skip & Frankie Welfeld 
Susan & Richard Wellek 
Gretchen Wolf 
David N. Yellen 



407 South Dearborn Street, Suite 1700 • Chicago, IL 60605-1119
312-663-9057 • 312-663-4321 fax

www.crfc.org

About the Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago

The Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago (CRFC) works with elementary 
and secondary schools to develop critical thinking skills, civic participation, and
commitment to the rule of law among young people. Nonprofit and nonpartisan,
CRFC is a national leader in the design and implementation of quality law-related
education (LRE) programs for local, national, and international projects. CRFC was
founded in 1974 as part of the Constitutional Rights Foundation in Los Angeles and
became an independent 501(c)(3) organization in 1990. 

   

    

   
 

About Edward J. Lewis II 

CRFC’s Lawyers in the Classroom program is named after former
CRFC Board member Edward J. Lewis II. Edward was a brilliant,
charismatic, and caring young partner at Jenner & Block LLP who
recruited over 100 volunteer attorneys for CRFC’s Lawyers in the
Classroom program and conducted workshops for teachers at 
CRFC conferences. 

Edward’s participation in Lawyers in the Classroom was legendary. For several years he
partnered with teachers and students at Pickard Elementary School in Chicago, which
he visited regularly during the school session. He recruited and trained other attorney
volunteers to emulate his example and partner with teachers in the Chicago Public
Schools through CRFC. Edward was a tireless advocate for the children themselves,
bringing resources and energy to their lessons and dreams. 

Edward was diagnosed with leukemia and died in 1997 at just 37 years of age. Edward’s
dream was to have students from all over the city participate in the CRFC Lawyers in the
Classroom program. Today, CRFC continues to work to fulfill Edward’s dream.

      

 
  

  
    
    
  

   

 
  

  
  
  

  
 

 
  

 
    

  
   
   
    

   
    

    
    
  

 
   

  
   

   

 
  
    

   
 
   
  

   
    

   
   

      
 

  
   

  

 
  

   
     

  
  

     
     

   
    

   
  
   

 
   

   
    

   
 

 
   

  
    

 
  

    
   

 
   
    

 
  

   
     

  

 
  

   
  

     
  

 
    

   
  

 
    

    
    
 
 

   

   
   

   
 

 
    
    

 
 
 

   
 
   

  
    

  
   
 
  

 
   
   

  
 
   

   
  

     
  

   
 
  

   
  

  
 
 
  

  
     
  

  
   

  
   
 

   
  
  

    
 

    
    

  
   




